
 

 1 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

CRSB holds successful virtual Annual General Meeting 
Launches update to National Beef Sustainability Assessment and Strategy 

 
September 29, 2021, Calgary, AB. – The Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Beef 
(CRSB) held its second virtual Annual General Meeting yesterday, where we shared the 
breadth of progress we have made together with our diverse membership over the past 
year. The event also featured a panel discussion on the importance of partnerships and 
goals for a sustainable food system. Interactive group discussions shared ideas on 
measuring sustainability impacts and outcomes, and priorities for the CRSB. 
The CRSB reported on all areas of its work and highlighted the significant progress and 
commitment of its members and stakeholders. The CRSB is working with its 
stakeholders to review the Certified Sustainable Beef Framework, develop an impact 
monitoring and evaluation system, and to update its Business Strategy.  
Key highlights of this past year included completing a full suite of 2030 Canadian Beef 
Industry Goals, together with the six other national organizations that form the 
Canadian Beef Advisors. This also complements work done on a global scale through 
the Global Roundtable for Sustainable Beef, of which CRSB is a member. 
Results of the CRSB 2021 Council elections were announced. We would like to 
acknowledge all those who have dedicated time, effort and expertise to guide all 
aspects of CRSB’s work, and welcome our new Council members. Please see our 
website for details on the 2021-22 Council. 
Sustainability Benchmarking and Strategy 
The National Beef Sustainability Assessment (NBSA) and Strategy provides a 
comprehensive farm-to-fork measurement of Canadian beef industry performance from 
environmental, social and economic perspectives, and identifies areas for improvement. 
The first assessment and strategy, released in 2016, is being updated, with the full 
results planned for 2023. The data collection phase of the next assessment was 
launched today, with primary data from Canada’s beef producers being critical to its 
success. The CRSB is encouraging beef producers, packers, restaurants, retailers and 
others across the beef supply chain to participate in the update to ensure a robust data 
set that accurately reflects the sustainability performance of Canadian beef. This update 
to the NBSA will complement the suite of 2030 Canadian beef goals launched earlier 
this year. 
Certified Sustainable Beef Framework 
The Certified Sustainable Beef Framework continues to see significant growth, more 
than doubling the numbers of companies now sourcing beef from CRSB Certified 
Sustainable farms and ranches across Canada. Over 5.6 million lbs. of beef sourced 
from certified sustainable farms and ranches was sold this year, bringing the total since 
the program began in 2018 to over 14 million lbs. A new Certification Body was added - 
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Ontario Corn Fed Beef Quality Assurance Program for Ontario feedlots, and there are 
now five processing facilities certified to the Sustainable Beef Processing Standard. 
Over 17% of the Canadian cattle herd is now raised on Certified Sustainable farms and 
ranches. 
“The CRSB’s AGM is an opportunity to share updates on all the important work being 
done to advance beef sustainability in Canada. I am so proud of the leadership the 
CRSB demonstrates in bringing together people who work together in true 
collaboration. It is exciting to see our supply chain partners embracing our certification 
program, and their desire to show Canadians the dedication of our farmers and ranchers 
to sustainable practices,” says Anne Wasko, Chair of the CRSB and rancher from SK. 
“But we are also reminded as we plan and strategize for the future, that our work is 
never done – continuous improvement as they say!”  
The CRSB continues to work closely with its industry partners, members and 
stakeholders to demonstrate the sustainability of beef production in Canada. Our 
communications efforts were recognized with a Canadian Agri-Marketing Award for the 
best public website, as well as a special “Best in Show” for our Beef for the Planet 
website. Check out our latest campaign partnering with Canadian Beef, Ducks 
Unlimited Canada and the Nature Conservancy of Canada. 
Check out the 2021 CRSB Annual Report, released today, available on our website for a 
more detailed look at our work and accomplishments over the past year. 
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ABOUT THE CRSB 
Established in 2014, the Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (CRSB) advances Canadian 
beef industry sustainability through multi-stakeholder engagement, collaboration, communication 
and science. The CRSB drives recognition and continuous progress through sustainability 
performance measurement and setting strategic goals, a 3rd party sustainability certification 
program, and projects and initiatives aligned with our goals. Learn more at crsb.ca.  

The CRSB’s Certified Sustainable Beef Framework is a tool that recognizes sustainable practices 
in beef production and processing, supports sustainable sourcing commitments, and delivers 3rd 
party certified science-based assurances about sustainable beef production in Canada.  Learn 
more at crsbcertified.ca 

For more information, contact: 
Andrea White 
Director of Marketing & Stakeholder Relations 
Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Beef 
info@crsb.ca  
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